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dzaanh nezoonh,
(hello in Koyukon)

We know that students learn best when we can provide meaningful learning
experiences for them. This is especially true for students with low incidence disabilities.
Functional goals and functional lessons are one way to do that in a variety of
environments. We may learn how to cut a fish by watching our family members, so that
one day we can cut fish and provide food for ourselves and our families. There is
meaning, value and purpose in learning this skill. Click herehere for more Alaska tradition
lessons.

This newsletter is dedicated to information on functional lessons and functional goals. It
addresses why we write them, what resources can be utilized, and the materialsmaterials
availableavailable for check out in our lending library. We hope that you find this information
helpful to implement functional skills into whatever your role may be working with
individuals with disabilities.  

Sincerely,
Amy TopmillerAmy Topmiller
Multiple Disabilities Specialist and Newsletter Editor
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Starting the Cycle of FunctionalStarting the Cycle of Functional
Lessons in the ClassroomLessons in the Classroom
by Shane Phillips, Autism Education
Specialist

Being in the special education field,
we hear all the time about the
wonders functional lessons can do in
the classroom… but what exactly are
functional lessons? Functional lessons
are any lesson we do in the
classroom where the result directly
supports the student’s independent
living skills. 

The following are a few examples of
functional lessons: starting laundry,
folding clothes, sorting groceries,
sorting silverware, setting the table,
washing dishes, and cooking a meal.

Once the team identifies a skill they
would like the student to work on,
now the fun can begin!

Read More

ParaprofParaprof essional Spotlightessional Spotlight

Meet Aurora!

Aurora is a paraprofessional that SESA
would like to highlight this
month. Characteristics that make her
an exceptional paraprofessional
include:

Having high expectations for
students she works with
Provides necessary support to
meet goals
Allows them to make mistakes
learning through trial and error
Provides positive behavior
supports and allows for natural
consequences
Facilitates an environment that
promotes active participation
of all students in a variety of
settings

Thank you for all you do!Thank you for all you do!

When Hearing Does Not MeanWhen Hearing Does Not Mean
UnderstandingUnderstanding
Kelsey E Koenigs, EdM, Deaf and Hard of
Hearing Education Specialist

My go-to resource for assessing
functional skills in Listening and Spoken
Language users is the Functional Listening
Evaluation (FLE), go figure! And here is
why: 

• Hearing sounds and understanding speech are distinctly different abilities. 

https://files.constantcontact.com/c1edd16b001/08eccb7a-b04b-4901-bdb4-0b429d9b91cd.pdf


• Audiology information recorded on an audiogram is collected in an optimal
listening environment and DOES NOT reveal functional hearing ability. 

• Assistive listening devices do not restore an individual’s hearing and are most
beneficial at 3ft with a single communication partner.  

• Classrooms often have a diverse range of communication partners and
scenarios (teacher instruction, peer-to-peer communication, small groups,
assemblies, etc.), distance between speaker and listener vary frequently, and
other noise factors are in constant flux throughout the day. 

Read More

The Relation Between Functional Behavior, Instruction & IEP GoalsThe Relation Between Functional Behavior, Instruction & IEP Goals
Lyon C. Johnson, Education Specialist, Emotional Disabilities Program

Often, my primary activities with school teams are to identify the function orfunction or
purpose of a student’s problem behavior (click hyperlink of video tutorial onpurpose of a student’s problem behavior (click hyperlink of video tutorial on
function)function) through the FBA process. We identify a replacement behavior that
serves the same purpose as the problem behavior to inform a function-based
behavior intervention plan (BIP). An accurate FBA correctly identifies a
replacement behavior that serves the same purpose as the problem behavior,
and is likely to be meaningful to both the referred student as well as the IEP
team. For example, if a student’s disruptive behavior results in the teacher asking
the student to go to the hallway or office, then the student misses out on
instruction. The student also misses out on the opportunity to learn important
behavioral skills in the form of a replacement behavior. 

Read More

Functional Skills and the Expanded Core Curriculum (ECC)Functional Skills and the Expanded Core Curriculum (ECC)

https://files.constantcontact.com/c1edd16b001/7868bc6c-f2d9-41d0-8591-1f313ad87124.pdf
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https://files.constantcontact.com/c1edd16b001/ecdafcb9-ee77-45fe-b54b-4e0ca91f6fb9.pdf


Angel Black M.S.Ed., TSVI, COMS, Vision and Deafblind Specialist

Functional skills refer to the skills that students learn that provide them with opportunities
to work, play, socialize and take care of their personal needs. Students who are
visually impaired/blind require modifications in their educational experience to address
their unique learning needs. They require concrete experiences, interactive
experiences and the opportunity to learn by doing within natural settings.

The Expanded Core Curriculum (ECC) is a very important addition to the core
curriculum in providing instruction for students with visual impairments so that they
have the opportunity to grow towards their functional goals. According to KC Dignan,
PhD, “a visual impairments can affect all areas of functioning, well beyond the
classroom. The ECC extends beyond reading, writing, and calculation. It includes those
skills necessary to benefit from instruction in the core curriculum and to achieve
functional independence”.

Read More

Functional Lessons and Goals forFunctional Lessons and Goals for
Students with Multiple DisabilitiesStudents with Multiple Disabilities
Kristina Bower, Multiple Disabilities Specialist

When working with students with multiple
and complex needs, functional goals
and lessons are an essential part of their
program. Basic living skills, personal care,
self-help, socialization, communication,
safety, and vocational skills should be
part of the student’s day-to-day
activities depending on the student’s
abilities and needs. Teachers must be
aware of the student’s current abilities
and needs when writing their IEP and
planning for the student’s year. This
means that each student will have
different functional goals depending on
their current skills. 

Read More

Join Us!Join Us!
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Registration is now OPEN!OPEN!

The Alaska Statewide Special Education Conference (ASSEC) is committed to
providing high quality professional development relevant to the cultural, rural,
and remote characteristics of our great state. ASSEC has provided ongoing
professional development to Alaskan special educators, administrators,
paraprofessionals, and families for more than 20 years. By inviting nationally
recognized speakers, as well as knowledgeable local experts in the areas of
disabilities and education, ASSEC has become a highly anticipated event within
the field of special education in Alaska. By supporting Alaskan special education
professionals and paraprofessionals, ASSEC also provides an indirect but great
benefit to Alaskan students with special needs and their families.

RSVP for a FREE Spring virtual event hosted by the AARC!RSVP for a FREE Spring virtual event hosted by the AARC!

Whether you are a self-advocate, family member, educator, service provider, or
medical professional, this FREE education event is for you! Participate in the
AARC's Spring 2022 Alaska Autism & Neurodiversity Summit to learn helpful
strategies and evidence-based practices that can be implemented
immediately.

RSVP Today!RSVP Today!
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