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Letter from the Editor
Jennifer Schroeder, SESA Multiple Disability and Deafblind Specialist

Well, this year has certainly gone by quickly! It has been wonderful being able to go to so many
locations and work with so many teams this year. Working with all of the amazing kids across
Alaska is one of the best parts of the job.
I hope that everyone had a good year and has an enjoyable summer. Whether your plans are to
stay here in Alaska, travel down to the lower 48, or travel abroad, I hope you have good
weather and safe adventures! Teachers, administrators, paraprofessionals, and related service
providers work hard all year- use this break in a way that is restful and relaxing to you! We look
forward to seeing you again next year!
Jennifer Schroeder
SESA Multiple Disability and Deafblind Specialist
Fun with SESA Staff
This year, to wrap things up on a fun note, the Educational Specialists, Support Staff, and
Administration at SESA answered the following questions:
1. What is the oddest thing that happened to you while traveling this year? OR What was
your favorite work activity this year? (Because, we don't all travel!)
2. What is the longest you were weathered in one place . . . . and what was the weather?
Or What was the best part of this year- work or non-work?
3. What is the most interesting thing that you have packed and taken to site? OR What
village would you like to travel to the most?

4. What is the best part of your job?
5. What are your upcoming summer plans?
6. What is the first question you would ask if you were woken up after being cryogenically
frozen for 100 years?

SESA Administration
Patrick Pillai, Executive Director
1. Assisting specialists with all the unique
challenges of service delivery to brainstorm
strategies that ensured high quality technical
assistance to school district staff.
2. I enjoy all parts of the year. I am fortunate, I
love my job!
3. Attu island! There's something about going to
the end of the Aleutian Chain.
4. Creativity to manage resources to
accommodate unique district training needs.
5. Will be working for most of the summer, then
gardening, my favorite summer activity.
6. Why am I so cold?

Emily Berliner, Executive Assistant
1. Staff and Board Appreciation Luncheon
2. Non-Work: Traveling to South Africa and selling
my house Work: Recruiting Additional Specialists
3. Ketchikan
4. Co-workers and creating opportunities for
students and their families
5. Fishing, camping, and being with family
6. How did I get here??

SESA Support Staff
Yuya Hisada, Technologist
1. Our first 2 day Virtual Autism Conference!
2. I visited Southeast Alaska for a month (Haines,
Skagway, Sitka and Juneau)
3. Beaver, Alaska. Want to know Beaver village?
Check out this link!
4. Through specialists, I can assist students and
teachers across Alaska with technology
5. Camping in a rural part of Japan
6. Could you bring a mirror for me?

Anne Freitag, Librarian
1. This year had a lot of great events.
2. The SESA distance Autism Conference was a
new way to reach people; it was great to be
involved.
3. Anywhere in Southeast Alaska. I lived in
Juneau years ago, and I would like to see more of
that area.
4. It's a toss-up. It's cool when I get asked if we
have something and I can say, "Yes!" I also love
getting in new materials, cataloging them, and
then sending them out.
5. Gardening and wedding arrangements.
6. I'd want to know what ideas the current
science fiction writers were exploring. That
would tell me so much about the current hopes
and fears to this new century.

Phylicia Christian, SESA & AARC Program
Assistant
1. The Autism Walk
2. Visiting Valdez for the first time
3. Haines, Cordova, North Pole, Skagway, Kodiak
. . . to name a few!
4. Hearing stories from rural life in Alaska.
5. Visit parts of Alaska that I haven't been to yet!
6. Hmm. I don't know about this one. Even in a
hypothetical world I hope that I am never
cryogenically frozen!

Christine Collier, Program Assistant & Travel
Coordinator
1. My favorite work activity this year was the
Autism Walk.
2. The best part of my year was having a baby.
3. I would like to travel to King Salmon/Katmai
National Park.
4. The best part of my job is my co-workers.
5. This summer I am planning on going to
California for a family reunion.
6. Where is the coffee!?!?!

Miguel Michaca, Program Assistant
1. My favorite work activity this year was ASSEC
and taking pictures at the DeafBlind workshopmade a new little buddy!
2. That the year flew by really fast.
3. I would really like to visit Barrow (anywhere
on the Slope, really).
4. The best part of my job is that I get to work
with amazing people.
5. My upcoming plans include enjoying the sun.
6. Umm, where's the bathroom?!?

SESA Education Specialists
John Barrowman, Autism Specialist
1. I got almost a dozen questions on tech issues
and fixed them all at a site. It wasn't until the
end of the week that I figured out they thought I
was the tech guy!
2. I think the longest was 4 days and it was due
to sideways rain and 50mph wind.
3. I brought a bag of scones once that TSA
insisted had to be in a locked container and be
unloaded. The lady thought I had said guns
instead of scones...oh my!
4. The best part of my job this year was getting
to participate in a talking circle with my
colleagues.
5. Anything but traveling
6. Do people still eat Oreos?

Meriah Cory, Multiple Disabilities Specialist
1. The wheel of the plane caught fire as we were
landing. I was very thankful to be at the village I
was going to so that I didn't have to wait for a
new plane!
2. Three days in Bethel due to fog and snow.
3. Pumpkins, watermelon, and deodorant for
the teachers (the store was out).
4. The people and students that I work with, the
communities, and the random people that I get
to sit next to on the planes.
5. Hiking, camping, and remodeling the house
(pray for sunny weather!)
6. Where am I? Who are you? And then I would
just observe.

Samantha Cowper, Emotional Disabilities
Specialist
1. Getting a ride to the airport in the
superintendent's fishing boat.
2.Two days.
3. Vanilla Extract
4. Establishing relationships with the students
5. I am moving back to Wyoming
6. Are we on earth?

Lyon Johnson, Emotional Disabilities Specialist
1. A lockdown in White Mountain due to a
charging Musk Ox in front of the school. A
lockdown in Skagway due to a brown bear
lumbering down the road by the school.
2. Three extra days in Adak due to a November
extra-tropical low system that initially hit Japan
as a typhoon.
3. Video camera systems and wires that always
seem to get the attention of the TSA agents.
4. Seeing various geographic areas of Alaska
and meeting so many incredible students,
families and educators across the state
5. Hike, bike, and paddle Southcentral Alaska!
Play host to family- including my first
grandbaby.
6. Are my family and friends going to be waking up, too?
Jennifer Schroeder, Multiple Disabilities and
Deafblind Specialist
1. A tsunami warning in the Southeast that went
off for hours- every time I almost fell asleep, it
went off again!
2. The longest I was weathered was 5 days in
Valdez due to fog, ice, wind, and rain.
3. Hmm, I have brought a lot of random things .
. . but orange juice that exploded all over my
clothes was probably the most memorable.
4. Getting to work with some of the most
awesome kids and teams in the state- every day
is something new and challenging.
5. Biking- I missed out last summer and want to
get in at least 900 miles this summer!
6. Can I have five more minutes, please!

Samantha Weiland, Autism Specialist
1. My flight was delayed because the Pilot was
sitting on the Glenn Highway stuck in traffic due
to a major car accident.
2. I was weathered in for 3 days because a snow
storm literally moved in just as my plane was
supposed to land. I watched my plane fly over
the air strip and did not see another one until 3
days later.
3. In October I brought a bag of small pumpkins
and gourds to celebrate Fall and Halloween. I
almost brought with me a large pumpkin but
thought it might be a challenge to get on the
Bush plane due to weight limits!
4. Exploring different parts of Alaska and the
different cultures. Each region of Alaska is
uniquely different. I also enjoy the opportunity of working with my students because each of
them are unique in their personalities and push me to be a more effective and flexible specialist
to meet their needs.
5. Exploring Alaska with my Corgi and spending some quality time with family.
6. What is the current mode of transportation?
Kendra Wolf, Autism Specialist
1. When the pilot tried to start our plane before
take-off a small fire starting in the engine due to
a mechanical issue. No harm was doneeveryone got out of the plane quickly. It was a
great way to get our bodies moving on a cold
day!
2. I was weathered overnight in the Southeast
due to rain, high winds, and a mechanical issue
with the ferry.
3. A large flower pot.
4. The best part of my job is getting the
opportunity to meet and collaborate with so
many talented and dedicated educators across
Alaska. I get to work with the most amazing
students and staff members!
5. Catching my next Chinook Salmon on the Gulkana River (hopefully).
6. Is the box of Krispy Kreme donuts I froze still edible?

Olivia Yancey, Deaf and Hard of Hearing
Specialist
1. Being bit by spiders on my face at 2 separate
locations! I woke up the next morning needing
Benadryl to manage the swelling.
2. This year I was weathered 2.5 days due to a
fog/wind storm both in the hub and in the
village that I was trying to get to. Fortunately, I
had great hosts and extra food for the trip.
3. I had one teacher ask me to bring plastic
basting needles for an art project they were
working on.
4. Meeting different students and their teams
all over Alaska is the best part of my job.
5. I plan on spending time with my family in the
lower 48.
6. Where am I?

Alaska Autism Resource Center (AARC)
Tara Maltby, AARC Program Coordinator
1. I arrived at a location with no one to greet
me. So I walked on in and to the back porch
where I was greeted by two horses. Best
greeting I have ever had.
2. I have only been weathered once, and it was
in Juneau- I have not truly been through this rite
of passage yet!
3. i-Clickers while President Obama was in
Anchorage. Apparently when the president is in
town, each little device warrants inspection.
4. Pilots who enjoy flight-seeing on the way to a
destination and meeting people that I
otherwise would not have the opportunity to
meet.
5. Playing outside in the Alaskan sun and taking
my little kiddo to MI to meet my family.
6. Are personal jet packs a thing yet? Where can I get mine?

Aimee Smith, AARC Specialist
1. While traveling with Anne, our librarian, it
took us awhile to figure out how to turn the
rental car on! We were used to a normal "key in
the ignition" and when we pressed the button,
it turned on the battery but not the engine. We
had to Google how to turn on the car!
2. The longest I was weathered was 4 days due
to fog, wind and snow
3. TSA was very perplexed when I had visual
supports for going through an airport- lots of
them!- in my bag
4. Getting to connect with families and
providers across Alaska and learn their stories
5. Visiting family and exploring the Anchorage
area
6. Who stole my blanket? Brr!

